
UC RIVERSIDE - Student Comments of Instructor,
Discussion Courses - Winter 2017 

Course:  MATH 131 Section:  004 - LINEAR ALGEBRA I 
Instructor:  Brandon Coya

Question # 18: YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS ON YOUR GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTOR'S TEACHING SKILLS ARE EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT. PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE TEXTBOX BELOW. PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO 2000 CHARACTERS.

he is a good TA, his speaking and writing in the board are good.

For not being a math major (chemistry) I managed to get by just fine thanks to Brandon who thoroughly went through the proofs for the hw in
discussion and who was also very available during office hours. It is a dry subject and you made it alot less dry along with Dr. Gonzalez who was
also enthusiastic. Thanks alot. PS. I just wish we had a better book! 

Amazing TA! Great at explaining concepts from class! 

I believe Brandon is an awesome discussion teacher. His explanations are great, and he is not tense and emotional during his teachings.
However, his grading is pretty tough, but it is understandable since he is correct in pointing the errors out. So, I don't think he needs an
improvement.

The instructor overall is an effective teacher. The instructor explains the material of the course and of the homework very well. However, the
instructor uses the method of direct instruction to teach during discussions. Although I understand the instructor's teaching quite well, I feel like
it would have made for an even better learning experience if the instructor had created a more student centered learning environment. 

Was helpful in going over homework problems and examples that applied to what we were learning.

Brandon helped to clarify difficult homework and expanded upon the material presented in lecture very effectively. Going over difficult problems
was very helpful, as was being available to answer student questions.

Great TA, really knowledgeable in linear algebra and definitely helps out with understanding. Only thing I would say as constructive would be to
explain a little bit more about the previous quiz, if there was a most missed question, how it should be approached. Aside from that, I really
enjoyed this class and wouldn't mind having you as a TA again in another class. 

Brandon is a really nice and funny TA. He is really helpful and goes over how to do problems on the upcoming homework. He explains well and
in detail which I think helps my understanding of the topics. He also explains what he references (ie if we work on a problem that isn't specifically
asking what it means to be injective but the problem includes the word, he will explain what it means for something to be injective) and it helps
me recall things we learned in the past. However, I think he is really strict with terminology and although math majors do need to be precise in
their use of terminology, for some of us this is our first upper-division class. And so, I would hope to get constructive feedback the first few times
and not be docked off and later if my mistakes are not changed, then get docked off. But overall, Brandon is a really nice TA. I appreciate
learning from him.


