
UC RIVERSIDE - Student Comments of Instructor,
Discussion Courses - Fall 2016 

Course:  MATH 008B Section:  003 - INTRO TO COLL MATH FOR SCIENCS 
Instructor:  Brandon Coya

Question # 18: YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS ON YOUR GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTOR'S TEACHING SKILLS ARE EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT. PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE TEXTBOX BELOW. PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO 2000 CHARACTERS.

He clarified the material(s) that we learned in lecture and taught me to understand the math I learned rather than memorizing the information.
He was extremely helpful during office hours as well. I enjoyed having Brandon as my TA

Great and very helpful. Very friendly office hours and helped learn a lot. Willing to help with my class conflict situation which allowed me to do
my best in class. 

Brandon was able to explain and teach very well. He explained his examples very well; it is clear that he is very knowledgeable of the subject
which helps his explanations. He understands the material and that allows him to teach it clearly. This is one of the only classes that I have
taken in which the TA (Brandon) taught the concept, not simply the work. This helped me to tackle any problem because I understand how to
solve the concept, not simply example problems.

This TA was very helpful in office hours and discussion. However, I STRONGLY advise that he becomes more patient with students that
obviously lack a background knowledge in the subject. Needs to work on his demeanor and professionalism when it comes to his feedback and
instructions.

Brandon was exceptionally good in term of understanding the material beforehand and was good in explaining the material as well. He utilized
the classroom time effectively and showed that he cared about his undergrad students. However, he was not effective in his office hours. He
switched his office hours frequently which little messed around our schedule of study. He seemed to disagree with the professor that he was TA
for, which sometimes conflicted with both. His questioning his students made me want to answer his questions and do more than I can offer. He
always went back and forth to remind us the previous material we studied in the class. He would get upset if we didn't answer his questions.
Overall, brandon was a great TA. 

Understands the material. great teaching methods. wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 

I really enjoyed having Brandon as my math TA, he knows his material very well and has a passion for the subject. It was easier to learn in
discussion than lecture because Brandon took his time to explain everything in detail. Learning math is not easy, it's like another language but
with Brandon's help I was able to ace my midterm and feel more confident about my math skills. He takes his time to write out step by step of
each problem, and clearly explains in detail what is going on. He also has plenty of office hours and review time before midterm and final which I
also found very helpful. Thanks for always explaining in detail of each math problem and concept, it really helped me a lot this quarter! 

Great TA always willing to help. I really liked that in lectures he wrote everything down never skipped a step which made me understand the
material a lot more. He was always so helpful during office hours and explained everything until you fully understood the problem. He
encouraged us to always ask questions even if we thought they were dumb questions because that was the only way we would learn. You can
tell he cared for us to learn the material and that he was passionate on what he was teaching.

Was good at explaining/brawling down how to solive problems

Makes math 8b easier to understand after the lecture. Is always helpful in his office hours as I have been there countless times. Every time that I
needed help from Brandon he is there and is willing to help and even give hints on how to do it. During class he comes prepared and gives us
all the time to get help on work and goes through the lesson he has for the day smoothly. Fun person to be around and knows what he is doing
in and out of class.


