
UC RIVERSIDE - Student Comments of Instructor,
Discussion Courses - Fall 2013 

Course:  MATH 005 Section:  003 
Instructor:  Brandon Hector Coya

Question # 20: YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS ON YOUR GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTOR'S TEACHING SKILLS ARE EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT. PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE TEXTBOX BELOW. PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO 2000 CHARACTERS.

Liked the class overall. No problems at all.

Brandon is a great TA. He is always very helpful during office hours to help clarify some questions I had on some of the material learned in my
lecture. In my opinion, he is more helpful than the Professor is during lecture. Some constructive criticism I have for Brandon would be to write
more neatly on the white board. Sometimes it is hard to decipher what he writes, especially of he is going over difficult concepts quickly. Other
than that, he should keep up the good work. 

Brandon was always very helpful, willing to help any student out which was appreciated. Overall, he taught well and was moderately good at
explaining each concept. 

Though Brandon is an awkward guy, he teaches really well and for the most part, is easy to understand. I enjoyed learning in his class and he
was able to clarify any concept that I didn't understand or know well. I really hope that I can get him for calculus next quarter.

Strengths -Very knowledgeable on subject -Explained topics very effectively -Always started and ended class on time -Open to questions from
students -Approachable -Kept the attention of the class with light humor Weaknesses -writing was sometimes sloppy Comments He was a great
TA he helped students with whatever they had trouble on in class. Loved his personality, he made math enjoyable for the entire class. 

Overall a good TA but sometimes intimidated to ask questions. Dont be so serious all the time. 

Brandon was very helpful during his class time and office hours and always made sure to remind us about times when he was available. He
seems unsure of his effectiveness in teaching, but I think he did a great job.

Great TA, was fair and respectful. He was funny and was a cool guy. He taught well and the class was more enjoyable than lecture. I felt like he
knows what to do and explains it well 

I like my TA's strategy to teach students now, so I want him to keep continue to teach students like now.

Many times he did not clearly explain the section, or it was a bit difficult and he rushed through it, however, he was a good teacher overall. He
was always helpful during office hours and that made the most difference. He could improve with the way he manages time because more
examples would be helpful.

A very very caring TA. He is always willing to help us and sends us emails constantly telling us to go to office hours for help. He is outgoing but
sometimes makes mistakes on questions. I really enjoyed his office hours !

Made a fun and learning environment. We learned a lot in his class.

Brandon is a great TA with some sarcastic humor that helps lighten up the workload. He seems a bit rushed at times. Though there is limited
time in the class which he has no control over, he should try to slow down sometimes. Overall he is engaging and wants his students to be
engaged as much has he is.

Brandon was so helpful, especially in midterm reviews. Really enjoyed this class, is one that I will definitely miss.

I know I put the highest scores for every single section, but that is really how I feel about Brandon's teaching! He was a very great teacher, he
was able to define confusing terms in everyday life. Like how during one class period to help us remember the unit circle measurements he told
us how it is made of 2 pies. He is very creative about explaining these complicated topics and that is why I feel I was able to get such good
scores on the quizzes and tests! I really hope Brandon will be teaching more classes 



Swift but thorough teaching of material. Teaching through various examples and repetition was very effective. Very approachable and helpful in
class and during office hours.

Excellent instructor, very clear on each topic. 

You encouraged us to go to your office hours, and overall you made yourself available to answer our questions (the extra office hours before
an exam). In a strange way, when you made mistakes on the whiteboard I was able to learn more because I had to really pay attention to correct
you. They were mistakes that I could possibly do on a test, so I learned to be more careful doing my math. You seemed prepared for every
discussion, not unorganized, and you were able to answer all of our questions. You clarified topics that I did not understand in lescture or in
Math SI. 

Brandon was an excellent TA. He did a great job in explaining the material and was always very helpful at all times.

This class has helped me additionally to improve my Pre-Calculus grades and made also weak in Math at the same time. I felt that the grading
basis was strict on the second mid term. Though the class helped me learn the material, I found it tough that the examples and material that was
taught in class had nothing to do with the test questions that comes in the midterm. But overall the atmosphere of the classroom was very lively
since the teacher is a graduate himself. I wish him all the best in his teaching career.

My TA is really awesome. he knows how to interact with his students and can elaborate on his lessons better than the professor. I really hope I
can have him as a TA for Math9A. 

I appreciated all the effort you put into reinforcing our learning Brandon. If anything, the only thing I would consider doing different is being more
upbeat. I'd be lying if I said your classes were not sometimes a drag.

He was ok.

Mr. Coya isn't the best of speakers. During discussion, he often uses the phrase "and yeah" while trying to explain math problems. By doing so,
he made me feel as if he didn't understand the material. However, he is very helpful when asked. 

Brandon is a helpful TA who encourages his students to attend office hours.

Brandon was a great math TA and tentimes less scary than Professor Curtiss. His office hours were really helpful and I only wish that I went
more often. Brandon is a good tutor and explains things very clearly and is nice about making sure you really do understand.


