
UC RIVERSIDE - Student Comments of Instructor,
Discussion Courses - Fall 2013 

Course:  MATH 005 Section:  002 
Instructor:  Brandon Hector Coya

Question # 20: YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS ON YOUR GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTOR'S TEACHING SKILLS ARE EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT. PLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE TEXTBOX BELOW. PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO 2000 CHARACTERS.

He is extremely helpful and is easy to approach. He provides at least 4 office sessions a week but is flexible to help at other times if need be.
Often times he would make little errors in class that made it difficult to understand but would correct his errors during office hours. Attending his
office hours really does help and makes a difference when taking the exams. 

My teaching assistant for this class was very helpful in explaining the topics during the class period. I attended office hours for this instructor
and found the his explanations for my questions very helpful. Overall, I had a positive learning experience.

I loved my TA! He is truly a great teacher and is very encouraging and helpful. I wish I had him again.

Brandon you are a great math teacher. It was easy to understand course material when you wrote it on the board. You were able to clearly
explain how to do a problem and your office hours are great. The thing you need to improve on, and i don't mean this in a rude or mean way, is
to just speak a tad bit louder. But that comes in time and experience and i'm sure you will get it very quickly.

Brandon was an excellent T.A. for Precalculus. His teaching was effective 90% of the time. The other ten percent was lost due to my
misunderstanding or the difficulty in the lesson. His clarity in the subject matter was solid, only on a few occasions (word problems) did things
become confusing. He still has a bit to learn about teaching such as commanding the class and projecting his voice, etc. Despite this, that did
not hinder his ability to teach us. The knowledge of his subject is definitely present and is evident in his lessons and the way he teaches us.
He's extremely helpful and always available to help us when needed. The highlight of being in his course was that he actually cares about our
success. Brandon pushes us to be the best we can be, and always helps us in learning ways to improve, whether it's in regards to our quizzes,
midterms, or our overall situation in math. In my opinion, that's what separates an average T.A. from a truly great T.A. I feel just as involved in
Brandon's class as much as I do when I'm in the main lecture. 

Brandon's discussion was very useful in reinforcing what we learned in lectures. Also, when he taught us new material, he was clear and easy to
understand. 

Brandon was an amazing TA! I am so glad that he was my TA; because of him I strive to do my best in math even though it isn't my strongest
subject. I have found that I enjoy it more, oddly enough, through his help during office hours and during class. He always encourages every
student to seek help if needed be and is always willing to help us with any problem that we have pertaining to our work -- he is truly one of the
best TAs! I'm so sad that I have to go on to my next course and will not have him as my TA anymore. He makes learning the material fun and
simple, turning difficult concepts into something much easier for students that have a difficult time understanding the material during lecture. He
does go through examples quickly although I understand it is because he is limited on the time during discussion. Hands down, one of the best
TAs I have come across here in college and it has made my first quarter of my first year here at UCR so much better. Because of Brandon I
have seen improvement in my understanding of the math material; I would not have been able to jump 10% from Midterm 1 to Midterm 2 without
his assistance and would not be as driven to do well in the course w/o his help! Great TA!

Brandon was my favorite TA. He cares so much about each student's success. He was always available for questions. His review sessions were
very beneficial. He would prepare us well for our weekly quizzes by answering all of our questions and fully explaining each concept. I always left
the classroom with a better attitude and more hopeful for the next quiz. He is also very entertaining and has a good sense of humor. He was
also very good at remembering names. Overall he knows how to explain things and teach them.

Very good instruction and good at providing help on quiz study guides.

Frequently made mistakes with writing down problems+solving;however, explained how that error was made and how it affects the solution

Brandon did a great job teaching this class. He was very approachable, helpful, and kind. He truly seemed to care about and respect his
students, and he always would make an effort to motivate the class to do their best. There may be some room for improvement regarding
Brandon's communication skills but overall he was a very effective teacher and the class was enjoyable. 

Brandon was by far my favorite T.A. because he answered all of our questions and he really cared about us. His emails motivated us to do
better, and it is great to see a T.A. care about his students. Overall, he was effective teacher who knew the material and was able to transgress



better, and it is great to see a T.A. care about his students. Overall, he was effective teacher who knew the material and was able to transgress
his knowledge upon us.

He is extremely accessible and very helpful.

Very reliable and helpful teacher assistant.

I learned a lot from this this discussion class. It was very helpful class. The instructor was very organized on his lectures. 

Office hours helped a lot. Sometimes you made mistakes in class, but then you always fixed them so that got confusing sometimes. Other than
that, I enjoyed this discussion class. 

He is a good teacher. He is very helpful in understanding what the objective is. He needs to make sure that he checks his work on the white
board to make sure it makes sense. Other than that he is good. 

Brandon was an effective graduate student instructor. I appreciated having my questions answered and explained in a clear manner. My favorite
part of the discussion was being able to get assistance before quizzes. It's nice clearing up any confusion before being tested on the material.
However, there were times where instruction left me more confused because of mistakes being made. Overall the instructions were clear, but
common little mistakes made me feel more confused. Also, the instructor seemed to care more about students getting good grades then being
understanding when the averages were lower. Some comments seemed nonconstructive. Regardless, I did enjoy Brandon's teaching style and
enthusiasm towards the subject. 

You were very approachable, making it easy to go to office hours if I needed to. I felt that asking questions during class wasn't a difficult thing to
do since you always seemed willing to help us out.


